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A  BRIEF  STATEMENT 

OP  THE 

Doctrines  of  the  New  Church. 


BY  REV.  B.  F.  BARRETT. 


[T  is  more  than  a  hundred  years  since  the  doctrines  of 
the  New  Church  were  given  to  the  world  in  a  printed 
form.  Yet  not  one  in  fifty,  among  intelligent  Christians 
of  the  present  day,  know  what  these  doctrines  are.  Most 
people  have  heard  something  about  them,  and  doubtless 
suppose  what  they  have  heard  to  be  correct ;  but  they  will 
generally  find,  upon  careful  inquiry,  that  it  is  very  far 
from  the  truth.  Many  honest  and  well-disposed  persons 
ridicule  these  doctrines,  who  know  nothing  of  them  beyond 
what  they  have  learned  on  the  authority  of  popular  rumor. 
It  is  not,  therefore,  the  doctrines  of  the  New  Church  which 
eicitCj  their  ridicule,  but  that  grotesque  caricature  of  them 
iri  their  own  minds,  which  they  have  received  through 
others  no  better  instructed  than  themselves. — This  little 
tract  is  intended  to  furnish  a  brief  answer  to  the  inquiry 
beginning  tc  be  made  quite  often,  What  are  the  distinguish 
ing  doctrines  of  the  New  Church? 

ORIGIN  OF  THESE  DOCTRINES. 

It  is  proper  to  premise  that  these  doctrines  are  all 
contained  in  the  Sacred  Scripture,  though  the  carnal  mind 
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may  fail  to  see  them  there.  They  are  such  doctrines  as 
are  to  be  found  in  that  sense  of  the  Scripture  which  is 
above  the  natural  mac's  discerning.  For  "  the  natural 
man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  spirit  of  God,  for  they 
are  foolishness  unto  him ;  neither  can  he  know  them, 
because  they  are  spiritually  discerned."  (1  Cor.  ii.  13.) 
They  are  called  "  heavenly  doctrines,"  because  they  are 
such  as  are  believed  and  taught  in  heaven,  and  are  sure  to 
conduct  to  heaven  those  who  receive  and  live  according  to 
them.  And  since  they  are  all  contained  in  the  higher  or 
heavenly  sense  of  the  inspired  Word,  and  are  that  sense 
brought  down  or  laid  open  to  rational  comprehension, 
therefore  they  are  regarded  as  a  New  Dispensation  of 
religious  truth,  and  are  believed  to  be  the  grand  reality 
foreshadowed  in  the  Apocalyptic  vision  of  the  holy  city, 
New  Jerusalem,  coming  down  from  God  out  of  heaven. 
For,  according  to  the  spiritual  sense  of  the  word,  a  city 
denotes  a  church  in  respect  to  its  doctrine ;  and  "  the  holy 
city,  New  Jerusalem,"  denotes  that  new  and  august  system 
of  doctrinal  theology  now  revealed,  whereby  a  New  Chris- 
tian Church  is  to  be  built  up,  or  a  new  and  heavenlier  state 
of  mind  produced  among  the  various  churches  in  Chris- 
tendom. This  city  was  seen  "  coming  down  from  God  out 
of  heaven,"  and  thereby  was  represented,  symbolically,  the 
truth,  that  this  new  doctrinal  system  is  not  a  mere  human 
invention,  but  that  it  really  comes  from  the  Lord  out  of 
heaven — that  it  is  such  doctrine  as  is  believed  in  heaven, 
and  such  as  agrees  with,  and  actually  comes  down  from,  the 
heavenly  sense  of  the  Sacred  Scripture. 

EMANUEL  S  WEDENH  Oli  G. 

The  doctrines  of  the  New  Church  claim  to  be  a  new 
revelation, — not  a  revelation  to  supersede,  but  to  help  us 
rightly  to  understand  the  Sacred  Scripture,  to  unfold  fof 
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us  its  higher  import,  whereby  a  purer  and  more  exalted 
state  of  life  may  be  attained.  For  this  purpose  a  human 
instrument  was  needed,  and  such  an  instrument  was  pro- 
vided in  the  person  of  Emanuel  Swedenborg.  This  man, 
we  believe,  was  providentially  raised  up  and  prepared  for 
his  sublime  mission,  which  was  to  lay  open  the  spiritual 
meaning  of  the  Word  of  God,  and  to  reveal,  at  the  same 
time,  the  grand  realities  of  the  spiritual  world,  the  state 
of  man  after  death,  the  time  and  manner  of  the  last  judg- 
ment, and  the  real  nature  of  heaven  and  hell.  He  was  not 
inspired,  as  were  those  who  wrote  the  Word,  but  he  was 
illumined  in  an  extraordinary  degree.  His  spiritual  senses 
were  opened,  so  that  he  was  enabled  to  see  and  converse 
with  spirits  and  angels  as  man  with  man,  and  to  describe 
with  accuracy  and  minuteness  the  condition  of  things  in  the 
other  world.  At  the  same  time  his  understanding  was  so 
illumined  that  he  could  discern  the  spiritual  significance 
of  all  he  saw,  as  well  as  of  all  that  is  written  in  the  Divine 
Word.  But  his  writings  are  to  be  regarded  merely  as 
human  compositions.  They  are  not  inspired  writings,  for 
they  are  not  written  according  to  correspondences,  and 
have  no  internal  sense.  They  only  claim  to  be  a  divinely- 
authorized  exposition  of  the  spiritual  sense  of  the  Scripture, 
and  a  truthful  disclosure  of  the  great  facts  and  laws  of  the 
spiritual  world.  And  his  teachings  are  to  be  accepted  only 
so  far  as  they  commend  themselves  to  our  rational  intuitions, 
or  seem  to  us  reasonable  and  true. 

We  proceed,  now,  to  give  a  summary  statement  of  the 
principal  doctrines  of  the  New  Church,  which,  brief  as  it 
is,  will  enable  the  inquirer  to  form  some  idea  of  the  entire 
system. 

THIS  LOUD. 

The  doctrine  concerning  the  true  Object  of  worship  must 
needs  form  the  central  doctrine  in  every  system  of  theology, 
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All  the  other  doctrines  must  depend  upon,  and,  as  it  were, 
revolve  around  this,  as  the  planets  revolve  around  the  sun, 
Darkness  or  error  here  is  sure  to  extend  throughout  the 
whole  system.  But  if  this  central  doctrine  be  true,  it  will 
ehed  its  light  on  all  the  rest. 

The  New  Church  believes  and  teaches  that  God  is  Love 
itself  and  Wisdom  itself;  that  He  is  one  both  in  essence  and 
in  person;  and  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  that  God. 
We,  therefore,  do  not  think  of  and  pray  to  three  Divine 
Persons,  but  one  Divine  Person.  We  believe  with  Paul, 
that  in  Jesus  Christ  "dwelleth  all  the  fullness  of  the  God- 
head bodily," — that  "this  is  the  true  God  and  eternal  life." 
With  what  other  view  can  the  Saviour's  own  declarations 
be  reconciled?  Such,  for  example,  as  these:  "/  am  the 
way,  the  truth,  and  the  life;"  "I  am  the  resurrection  and 
the  life;"  "J  am  that  bread  of  life;"  "I  am  the  light  of 
the  world;"  "Before  Abraham  was,  I  am;"  "If  any  man 
thirst,  let  him  come  to  me  and  drink;"  "J  will  give  unto 
thee  the  keys  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;"  "  Without  me  ye 
can  do  nothing;"  "He  that  hath  seen  me  hath  seen  the 
Father;"  "I  and  the  Father  are  one."  Could  any  one  but 
the  Divine  Being  himself  say  all  this?  And  are  there  more 
Divine  Beings  than  onet 

Moreover,  in  the  Revelation,  Jesus  Christ  is  called  the 
Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  th«^  ending,  the  first 
and  the  last.  And  in  the  Old  Testament  Scripture  similar 
language  is  applied  to  Jehovah  of  hosts,  "besides  whom 
there  is  no  God."  (Compare  Rev.  xxii.  13  and  Isa.  xliv.  6.) 
Jesus  Christ  is  called  Redeemer  and  Saviour;  and  in  Isaiah 
we  read,  "  I,  even  I,  am  the  Lord ;  and  besides  me  there  ifl 
no  Saviour."  (xliii.  11.)  He  is  also  called  the  Bridegroom 
and  Husband  of  the  church ;  and  in  Isaiah  we  read,  "  For 
thy  Maker  is  thy  Husband ;  the  Lord  of  hosts  is  his  name." 
(liy.  5.)    Jesus  Christ  calls  himself  "  the  good  Shepherd/ 
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and  those  who  hear  his  voice  "his  sheep."  (John  x.)  And 
the  Psalmist  says,  "The  Lord  is  my  Shepherd;  I  shall  not, 
therefore,  want."  (xxiii.  1.)  And  the  Lord's  people  are 
called  "the  sheep  of  his  pasture."  Jesus  Christ  is  often 
spoken  of  as  coming  to  judge  the  world;  and  in  the  Psalms 
it  is  said  of  the  Lord,  (Jehovah  in  the  original,)  that  "  He 
cometh  to  judge  the  earth.  He  shall  judge  the  world  with 
righteousness  and  the  people  with  his  truth."  (xcvi.  13.) 
Jesus  Christ  is  called  "King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords," 
(Rev.  xvii.  14,)  and  is  said  to  receive  the  worship  of 
"myriads  of  myriads  and  thousands  of  thousands"  of  angels, 
who  were  heard  "  Saying  with  a  loud  voice,  Worthy  is  the 
Lamb  that  was  slain  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and 
wisdom,  and  strength,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  blessing." 
(v.  12.) 

If,  then,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  worshiped  by  the  hosts 
of  heaven,  can  we  doubt  that  He  is  the  true  and  only  proper 
Object  of  worship?  In  him  we  behold  God  as  our  Redeemer 
and  Saviour — God  combating  within  us  the  powers  of  dark- 
ness, and  striving  to  deliver  us  from  the  thraldom  of  hell. 

In  our  thirst  for  the  waters  of  life,  then,  to  whom  shall 
we  go  but  to  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  alone  can  give  us 
"living  water?"  In  our  weakness  we  are  to  go  to  Him  for 
strength ;  for  He  has  said,  "  Without  me  ye  can  do  nothing." 
In  our  blindness  we  are  to  go  to  Him  for  sight.  In  our 
lameness — yea,  in  all  our  spiritual  infirmities,  we  are  to  go 
to  Him  to  be  made  whole.  In  looking  to  and  following 
after  Him,  we  may  be  sure  that  we  "shall  not  walk  in  dark- 
ness, but  shall  have  the  light  of  life."  In  loving  Him  we 
love  all  that  there  is  of  true  humanity.  In  opening  our 
hearts  to  Him  we  open  them  to  all  that  can  make  us  truly 
Quman.  In  worshiping  Him  we  worship  all  that  men  or 
angels  can  comprehend  of  love  and  wisdom  and  power 
iivine.    And,  by  thinking  of  no  other  God  besides  Him 


6 


A   BRIEF  STATEMENT  OF  THE 


we  are  saved  from  that  sad  state  of  mental  confusion  which 
so  often  accompanies  the  belief  in  three  Divine  Persons. 

THE  DIVINE  TRINITY. 

The  JStew  Church  believes  and  teaches  that  there  is  a  trinal 
distinction  in  the  Divine  Being — not  a  trinity  of  divine  Per- 
$ons,  according  to  the  old  theology,  but  of  divine  essentials. 
This  trinity,  which  is  in  the  one  person  of  the  Lord  Jesua 
Christ,  consists  of  the  Divine,  the  Divine  Human  and  the 
Divine  Proceeding,  or  Love,  Wisdom  and  their  Proceeding 
Operation,  and  is  what  is  signified  by  Father,  Son  and  Holy 
Spirit.  It  is  like  the  soul,  body  (that  is  the  spiritual  body, 
which  is  the  form  of  the  soul)  and  their  proceeding  opera- 
tion ;  and  it  corresponds  to  the  heat  and  light  of  the  natural 
sun,  together  with  their  united  operation.  The  heat  of  the 
sun  corresponds  to  the  Divine  Love,  which  is  the  all-begetting 
principle  signified  by  the  Father;  for  love  is  spiritual  heat. 
The  light  of  the  sun  corresponds  to  the  Divine  Wisdom  or 
Truth,  which  is  the  form  or  manifestation  of  love,  and  is 
what  is  signified  by  the  Son;  for  truth  is  spiritual  light. 
And  the  proceeding  operation  of  the  sun's  heat  and  light 
corresponds  to  the  proceeding  and  constant  operation  of  the 
Lord's  Love  and  Wisdom,  which  is  what  is  signified  by  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

This  trinity  in  God  finds  an  illustration,  also,  in  the  will, 
understanding  and  action  of  every  regenerate  man.  Fcr 
man  is  regenerate  in  the  degree  that  he  is  created  ane* 
after  the  Divine  image  and  likeness;  or  in  the  degree  that 
the  love  in  his  will  is  an  image  of  the  Divine  Love ;  the 
truth  in  his  understanding  an  image  of  the  Divine  Wisdom ; 
and  the  sphere  of  his  activities,  an  image  of  the  sphere  of 
the  Divine  Beneficence.  Man,  therefore,  when  he  becomes, 
through  regeneration,  a  living  soul,  is  a  perfect  image  of  the 
Divine  Trinity.  Hence,  we  read  that  "  God  created  man  iu 
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his  own  image."  If  a  true  and  living  man,  therefore,  is  an 
image  of  the  true  and  living  God,  it  is  plain  that  he  must 
be  an  image  of  the  Trinity  in  God.  And  we  can  best  learn 
the  nature  of  the  Trinity  in  God,  by  looking  at  its  image  in 
man. 

This  doctrine  concerning  the  Divine  Trinity  is  seen  to  be 
at  once  rational  and  intelligible ;  and  it  will  be  found,  on 
careful  examination,  to  be  equally  Scriptural.  By  the 
light  of  it,  we  can  see  how  the  "  three  that  bare  record  in 
heaven  "  are  one.  They  are  one,  as  soul,  body  and  their 
proceeding  operation  are  one;  or  as  will,  understanding 
and  their  united  action  are  one.  And  we  may  also  under- 
stand what  is  meant  when  it  is  said  in  Scripture  that  the 
Father  and  Son  are  one ; — that  the  Father  is  in  the  Son, 
and  the  Son  can  do  nothing  of  himself; — that  the  Son 
brings  the  Father  forth  to  view ; — that  He  came  forth  from 
ihe  Father,  and  that  no  one  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by 
Him* 

THE  A.TONEMENT. 

This  is  generally  acknowledged  to  be  a  fundamental  doc- 
trine of  Christianity,  and  when  correctly  understood  it  is  so. 
The  Lord  has  declared  that  it  is  His  Divine  purpose  to  bring 
man  into  union  with  Him.  But  there  is  a  false  and  a  trup 
doctrine  of  its  nature  and  of  the  manner  in  which  it  is  effected. 
What  is  the  teaching  of  the  New  Church  in  regard  to  it? 
Briefly  this : 

That  mankind,  through  an  abuse  of  their  truly  human 
faculties,  gradually  fell  from  their  primitive  state  of  inno- 
cence and  order  into  an  infernal  state ;  so  that  man,  from 
being  a  tru€ ,  became  an  inverted  image  of  his  Creator.  From 
a  state  of  supreme  love  to  the  Lord  and  the  neighbor, 
he  gradually  declined  into  a  state  of  supreme  self-love — 
the  very  opposite  of  that  in  which  he  was  originally  ere 
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ated.    His  whole  moral  nature  thus  became  deranged — 

diseased  11  from  the  sole  of  the  foot,  even  unto  the  head." 
And  so  he  became  alienated — spiritually  disjoined — from 
his  Maker.  But  God  is  not  angry  with  him  for  this,  neither 
docs  he  forsake  him.  On  the  contrary,  He  pursues  him 
with  more  than  a  father's  love  and  compassion.  He  comes 
into  the  ultimates  of  nature — becomes  Himself  a  man — 
takes  upon  Him  our  human  form  with  all  its  evil  tenden- 
cies and  corrupt  inclinations ;  and  He  does  this  in  order 
that  He  may  overcome  these  inclinations,  restore  the  order 
that  sin  had  disturbed,  and  bring  man  back  into  his  origi- 
nal state  of  blissful  union  with  Himself — for  in  tins  state 
only  can  he  find  rest  and  peace.  And  this  great  work  of 
redemption,  He  accomplishes  by  means  of  successive  com- 
bats and  victories  over  the  evil  spirits  that  infested  humanity. 
These  combats  and  victories  took  place  in  the  humanity 
that  He  assumed,  and  could  not  have  taken  place  out  of 
it,  nor  without  its  assumption.  Hence  the  necessity  of  the 
Divine  Incarnation.  And  by  the  same  acts,  which  were  His 
temptations,  the  last  of  which  was  the  passion  of  the  cross, 
He  united,  in  His  assumed  humanity,  Divine  Love  and  Di- 
vine Wisdom,  and  so  made  that  humanity  itself  Divine. 
This  is  what  is  meant  by  the  glorification  of  the  humanity, 
or  its  exaltation  to  a  complete  oneness  with  the  Divinity 
that  was  in  Jesus  Christ  from  conception. 

While  the  Lord  was  on  earth,  He  had  both  a  human  and 
a  divine  nature,  just  as  every  man  has  an  external  and  ar 
internal,  or  what  is  sometimes  called  a  lower  and  a  highei 
nature.  As  to  the  external  human  which  He  derived  from 
the  mother,  He  was  frail,  finite,  prone  to  evil,  and  theiefore 
liable  to  temptation,  like  any  other  man ;  but  as  to  His  in- 
ternal, He  was  Jehovah  God — infinite,  perfect,  divine,  inca- 
pable of  being  tempted.  By  His  own  divine  power,  He 
gradually  overcame  the  evil  appertaining  to  His  assumed 
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humanity — conquered  all  the  hells — put  off  all  that  was 
frail  and  finite,  and  brought  down  into  every  region  of  that 
humanity  His  own  Divine  Love  and  Wisdom,  and  so  brought 
it  at- one  with  the  essential  and  indwelling  Divinity.  This 
is  what  is  understood  in  the  New  Church  by  the  Atonement, 
or  At-one-ment  (as  this  word  was  originally  syllabled  and 
pronounced) — a  bringing  at-one  of  the  human  and  the  Divine, 
or  as  the  Apostle  says,  "  making  in  Himself,  of  twain,  one 
new  man."  And  the  purpose  of  this  At-one-ment  was,  that 
the  Lord  might  ever  after  be  able  to  bring  our  external  or 
natural  at-one  with  our  internal  or  spiritual  man — goodness 
at-one  with  truth  in  our  minds — and  so  bring  us  into  com- 
plete spiritual  agreement  with  Himself.  When  this  is  effected 
we  are  reconciled  to  God ; — no  longer  alienated,  but  at-one 
with  Him.  Hence  we  read  "  that  God  was  in  Christ,  recon- 
ciling the  world  unto  Himself." 

We  know  that  the  Saviour  when  on  earth  endured  tempta- 
tions ;  for  these  are  often  referred  to  in  the  New  Testament. 
But  how  could  He  have  been  tempted,  unless  there  had  been 
in  Him  some  propensity  to  evil  ?  The  Divine  itself  cannot 
be  tempted.  And  that  there  was  some  such  evil  propensity 
in  Him,  is  plain  from  this  single  declaration ;  "  And  for 
their  sakes,  I  sanctify  myself,  that  they  also  might  be  sancti- 
fied through  the  truth" — language  that  shows  there  was 
something  in  Him  which  needed  to  be  sanctified. 

But  although  the  Lord,  as  to  His  maternal  humanity, 
was  full  of  hereditary  tendencies  to  evil,  like  other  men, 
yet  he  never  ultimated  any  of  those  tendencies— never  made 
the  evil  His  own  by  actual  life.  Herein  he  was  different 
from  all  other  men.  Therefore  "  He  knew  no  sin  ;"  for  sin 
consists,  not  in  having  inclinations  to  evil,  but  in  acting 
from  them,  and  so  making  them  our  own.  Thus  our  doc- 
trine agrees  with  the  teaching  of  the  apostle,  who  says :  "  He 
was  in  all  points  tempted  like  as  we  are,  yet  without  sin." 
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This  is  a  brief  explanation  of  the  New  Church  doctrine 
of  the  At-one-ment.  And  it  is,  indeed,  a  doctrine  of  the 
highest  practical  moment.  This  is  plain  to  be  seen.  For 
as  man  was  originally  created  in  the  image  of  God,  so  he 
must  now  be  re-created  after  the  image  of  the  Lord's  glori- 
fication. Hence  we  are  required  to  "  follow  Him  in  the  re- 
generation." He  is  "the  way;"  and  before  we  can  follou 
Him,  we  need  to  know  the  way.  There  must  be  a  descent 
or  birth  of  truth  in  our  minds  corresponding  to  the  Lord's 
birth  into  the  natural  world.  For  He  came  as  the  Divine 
Truth.  "  The  Word  was  made  flesh."  And  we  must  then 
endure  temptations  as  He  did ;  for  He  says  to  his  followers ; 
"  Ye  are  they  who  have  continued  with  me  in  my  tempta- 
tions ;  and  I  appoint  unto  you  a  kingdom,  &c."  (Luke  xxii. 
28.)  By  means  of  truth  from  the  Word,  which  is  "  the 
sword  of  the  Spirit,"  we  must  fight  against  and  overcome  the 
evils  of  our  natural  man,  as  he  fought  against  and  overcame 
the  evils  of  his  maternal  humanity ;  for  he  says :  "  To  him 
that  overcometh  will  I  grant  to  sit  with  me  in  my  throne 
even  as  I  also  overcame  and  am  set  down  with  my  Fathei 
in  His  throne."  (Rev.  iii.  21.)  Thus  we  are  sanctified 
"through  the  truth"  as  He  was.  And  this  is  what  is  meant 
by  being  washed,  cleansed,  redeemed,  and  saved  by  the 
blood  of  Christ ;  for  by  His  blood,  in  the  spiritual  sense,  is 
denoted  truth  from  the  Word.  This  is  that  "  blood  of  the 
new  covenant  which  is  shed  for  many  for  the  remission  of 
sins  " — "  the  blood  of  Christ  that  cleanseth  from  all  sin." 

When  thus  we  take  up  our  cross  and  follow  the  Lord — 
when  we  do  the  truth  which  we  understand  by  shunning  as 
a  sin  whatever  evil  the  truth  forbids,  then  truth  is  brought 
at-one  with  goodness  in  our  minds,  as  the  Divine  Wisdom  was 
brought  at-one  with  Divine  Love  in  the  Lord's  assumed  hu- 
manity. Then  our  external  is  brought  at-one  with  our  in- 
ternal, our  natural  at-one  with  our  spiritual  man,  om 
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lower  at-one  with  our  higher  nature,  as  the  Lord's  assumed 
human  was  brought  at-one  with  the  Divine.  And  so.  an 
the  Apostle  says,  "  we  receive  the  at-one-ment  through  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ."  That  is,  we  receive  that  pure  and  un- 
selfish love  which  is  forever  in  marriage  union  with  the 
truth,  and  thus  our  hearts  are  brought  at-one  with  the  only 
Lord  and  Saviour. 

We  thus  see  that  the  doctrine  of  the  At-one-ment,  as 
held  and  taught  in  the  New  Church,  is  one  of  high  practi- 
cal moment.  It  involves  the  entire  doctrine  of  man's  re- 
generation. 

THE  S ACHED  SCItlBTTTJRE. 

Another  distinguishing  doctrine  of  the  New  Church,  and 
one  which  shapes  and  colors  all  the  rest,  is  that  concerning 
the  Word  or  Sacred  Scripture.  According  to  Swedenborg, 
the  Word  is  divinely  inspired,  and  holy  in  every  part.  It 
is,  without  qualification,  the  Word  of  God.  It  was  not 
given  to  instruct  us  in  natural  science  or  the  laws  of  the 
physical  universe,  but  concerning  things  spiritual  and  di- 
vine. Through  the  blinding  influence  of  sin,  man  gradu- 
ally lost  the  knowledge  of  the  things  which  it  most  con- 
cerned him  to  know.  He  lost  all  knowledge  of  the  true  God 
and  of  his  own  highest  life — all  perception  of  the  laws  and  of 
the  higher  capabilities  and  wants  of  his  own  soul.  It  was  this 
V)8S,  therefore,  which  rendered  a  Divine  revelation  neces- 
sary. And  the  Scripture,  when  understood  in  its  true 
sense,  is  seen  to  treat  altogether  of  things  spiritual  and 
eternal — of  God,  the  soul,  immortality,  redemption,  regen- 
eration, retribution,  sin  and  holiness.  Yet,  it  appears  to 
treat  much  of  things  natural  and  temporal.  It  abounds  in 
the  mention  of  times,  places,  persons,  things  and  events 
belonging  to  the  natural  world.  But  the  persons  and 
things  mentioned  in  Scripture,  are  there  used  symboli- 
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cally.  They  all  have  a  spiritual  meaning.  So  that,  within 
or  above  the  apparent  meaning  of  any  passage,  there  is  a 
higher  meaning  which  is  called  the  spiritual.  And  this 
spiritual  sense  is  to  that  of  the  lette-r,  as  the  soul  is  to  the 
body.  It  dwells  in  all  parts  of  the  Word,  as  the  soul 
dwells  in  all  parts  of  the  body.  And  as  the  body  without 
the  soul  is  dead,  so  the  literal  sense  of  the  Word  apart 
from  the  spiritual  sense,  is  dead  also.  As  the  body  derives 
its  life  and  strength  from  the  indwelling  soul,  so  the  literal 
sense  of  the  Word  receives  its  vitality  and  power  from  the 
spiritual  sense.  And  as  the  body  is  the  normal  outbirth 
of  the  soul  in  the  sphere  of  nature,  and  corresponds  to  it  as 
effect  to  cause,  so  the  literal  sense  of  the  Word  is  the  nor- 
mal outbirth  of  the  spiritual  sense,  and  corresponds  to  it  in 
like  manner.  And  so  there  is  in  all  parts  of  the  Scripture, 
a  spiritual,  as  well  as  a  literal  meaning.  And  this  agrees 
with  the  teaching  of  our  Saviour,  where  He  says :  "  The 
words  that  I  speak  unto  you,  they  are  spirit  and  they  are 
life."  The  apostle  Paul  also  held  the  same  doctrine,  as 
appears  from  many  passages  in  his  writings.  For  in  one 
of  his  letters  to  the  Corinthian  church,  he  speaks  of  their 
being  made  "  able  ministers  of  tne  new  covenant ;  not  of 
the  letter,  but  of  the  spirit."  And  immediately  he  adds ; 
"  for  the  letter  killeth,  but  the  spirit  giveth  life."  (2  Cor.  iii. 
6.)  He  also  declares  that  "  circumcision  is  of  the  heart, 
in  the  spirit,  and  not  in  the  letter"  (Rom.  ii.  29.) 

And  so,  according  to  Swedenborg,  the  written  Word  is 
divine  to  the  very  ultimates — divine  in  its  structure  as  well 
as  in  its  substance.  It  differs  from  all  human  productions 
in  the  style  of  its  composition  as  well  as  in  the  nature  of  its 
contents.  It  infinitely  transcends  them  all,  as  the  works  of 
God  transcend  the  works  of  man.  And  as  in  nature,  the 
deeper  we  penetrate  beneath  the  surface  of  things,  and  the 
more  we  examine  their  interior  structure,  the  more  wonder- 
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ful  and  perfect  do  we  find  them,  so  is  it  in  regard  to  the 
written  Word.  This  is  so  constructed  that  the  Divine  can 
dwell  in  it  in  all  fullness,  as  in  seeds  and  germs,  in  planets 
and  suns  and  all  things  else  in  the  realms  of  Nature.  It  is 
this,  pre-eminently,  which  stamps  it  with  the  impress  of  Di- 
vinity. It  is  this  which  makes  it  the  Word  of  God,  or  what 
Paul  declares  all  Scripture  to  be — theopneustos — that  is, 
God-breathed.  It  is  this  which  gives  it  such  transcendent 
and  transforming  power. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  spiritual  meaning  of 
many  parts  of  Scripture — and  these,  too,  the  most  essential 
parts — is  sufficiently  obvious  to  all  minds.  In  many  placeo 
the  cloud  of  the  letter  is  so  thin  that  the  light  from  within 
shines  through.  All  Christians  have  an  instinctive  percep- 
tion of  the  spiritual  significance  of  many  things ;  therefore 
they  have  a  perception  of  the  spiritual  meaning  of  many 
portions  of  the  Word.  For  example :  when  our  Saviour 
declares,  "  I  am  the  light  of  the  world,"  Christians  generally 
do  not  think  of  natural,  but  of  spiritual  light — the  light  of 
divine  truth.  When  He  says,  "  I  am  the  bread  of  life," 
they  perceive  that  He  is  speaking  of  spiritual  bread  and 
spiritual  life.  When  He  says,  "He  that  eateth  me,  even 
he  shall  live  by  me,"  they  understand  Him  to  speak  not  of 
natural  eating,  or  natural  living,  but  of  the  spiritual  things 
to  which  such  natural  acts  correspond.  When  he  says,  "If 
any  man  thirst,  let  him  come  to  me  and  drink,"  what 
Christian  thinks  of  natural  thirst  or  natural  drink,  or  any 
movement  through  natural  space  ?  When  He  says,  "  Ex- 
cept a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of 
God,"  every  one  perceives  that  He  refers  to  a  spiritual 
birth,  a  spiritual  kingdom  and  spiritual  seeing.  Yes — and 
that  He  means  by  man,  not  the  material  and  perishable, 
but  the  spiritual  and  immortal  part — the  real  man,  which  is 
the  soul  or  spirit.    And  when  Christians  read  of  the  Holj 
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City  New  Jerusalem  coming  down  from  God  out  of 
heaven,  probably  few  at  the  present  day  think  of  the  de- 
scent through  natural  space  of  any  such  city  as  is  there  de 
scribed.  All  perceive  that  some  spiritual  instruction  ig 
meant  to  be  conveyed  by  this  imagery,  though  they  may 
not  see  precisely  what  it  is.  Thus  all  have  some  perception 
of  the  spiritual  sense  of  the  Word.  And  the  measure  of 
that  perception  with  each  one  will  ever  depend  on  the  pur- 
ity of  his  heart  and  the  innocence  of  his  life. 

KEY  TO  THE  SPIRITUAL  SENSE. 

It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  doctrine  of  a  spiritual 
sense  to  all  parts  of  Holy  Scripture,  was  the  generally  re- 
ceived doctrine  in  the  primitive  Church.  It  was  believed 
and  taught  by  nearly  all  the  Christian  Fathers.  But  they  had 
no  recognized  rule  for  unfolding  this  sense.  Each  one's 
own  spiritual  perception  was  his  only  guide.  A  hundred 
different  expositors,  therefore,  might  give  as  many  different 
expositions  of  the  same  text.  But  Swedenborg,  in  reveal- 
ing the  law  of  a  divine  composition,  has  given  us  a  certain 
rule  for  eliciting  the  spiritual  sense.  This  rule  is,  the 
science  of  analogy  or  correspondence  between  all  natural 
and  spiritual  things,  which  is  similar  to  that  existing  be- 
tween the  body  and  the  soul.  Here  is  the  grand  key  to  the 
spiritual  sense  of  Scripture.  And  this  key  every  one  may 
take,  and  learn  to  apply  for  himself.  And  a  hundred  dif- 
ferent expositors  equally  skilled  in  its  use,  will  thereby  ar- 
rive at  substantially  the  same  spiritual  sense ;  just  as  a  hun- 
dred different  translators,  equally  versed  in  the  original  lan 
guages  of  the  Bible,  will  give  substantially  the  same  literal 
meaning  to  the  same  text.  There  is  little  room,  therefore, 
for  the  play  of  fancy  in  this  matter.  Fancy  may  provide 
the  dress — the  phraseology — for  the  spiritual  sense.  It  may 
array  it  in  apparel  more  or  less  rich  and  attractive    But  it 
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has  as  little  to  do  with  the  substance  of  that  sense,  as  it  haa 
with  the  rendering  of  Hebrew  into  English,  or  with  the  re- 
sults of  a  chemical  experiment. 

We  of  the  New  Church,  therefore,  hold  the  Sacred  Scrip- 
ture in  the  profoundest  reverence.  We  look  upon  it  as  the 
Word  of  God  without  any  qualification.  We  compare  it 
with  no  other  book.  We  consider  it  as  much  superior  to 
every  human  composition  as  nature  is  superior  to  art,  or  the 
works  of  God  superior  to  the  works  of  man.  We  regard  it 
as  the  divine  medium  of  consociation  with  angels  and  con- 
junction with  the  Lord.  We  go  to  it  as  the  Fountain  of 
living  waters,  assured  that,  in  drinking  here,  we  drink  of 
that  water  of  life  which  He  giveth,  who  alone  is  Life.  We 
go  to  it  to  learn  the  Heavenly  Father's  will ;  and  we  hear, 
in  its  solemn  warnings  and  gracious  promises,  not  the  voice 
of  Moses  and  David  and  Isaiah  and  John,  but  the  voice  of 
Him  who  spake  through  those  gifted  prophets — the  voice 
of  the  living  God. 

REPENTANCE  AND  REGENERATION. 

The  New  Church  believes  and  teaches  that  man,  at  the 
present  day,  is  born  with  hereditary  tendencies  to  all 
kinds  of  evil ;  though  these  tendencies  are  stronger  and 
more  marked  in  some  than  in  others.  But  he  is  not  a 
rinner  because  he  inherits  these  proclivities  to  evil.  Man 
sins  only  when  he  does  evil  with  the  knowledge  that  it  is  evil 
ftnd  contrary  to  the  Divine  Will.  Then  he  appropriates,  or 
makes  his  own,  the  evil  which  before  was  only  hereditary. 
This  natural  or  hereditary  state  is  not  a  heavenly  one. 
Therefore  it  is  necessary  that  he  be  renewed  in  the  spirit 
and  temper  of  his  mind — born  again — or  born  from  above, 
before  he  can  enter  the  kingdom  of  heaven ;  agreeable  to 
the  teaching  of  these  words  of  the  Lord :  "  Except  a  man 
be  born  again,  he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God."  And 
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regeneration,  as  we  understand  it,  consists  in  losing  our  he- 
reditary life,  which  is  that  of  supreme  self-love,  and  receiv- 
ing from  the  Lord  a  new  and  higher  kind  of  life ; — in  losing 
our  natural  inordinate  love  of  self  and  the  world,  and 
receiving  instead  the  opposite  heavenly  love,  which  has  su 
preme  regard  to  the  Lord  and  the  neighbor.  This  latter 
love  is  our  true  life.  Hence  the  Lord  says:  "He  that  loseth 
his  life  for  my  sake,  shall  find  it " — that  is,  shall  find  his 
true  life  by  losing  his  hereditary,  selfish  life. 

But  this  thorough  change  in  a  man's  character,  or  in  the 
quality  of  his  ruling  love,  cannot  take  place  suddenly.  It 
is  not  an  instantaneous,  but  a  gradual  and  progressive  work. 
It  proceeds  according  to  certain  laws  as  fixed  and  determi- 
nate as  those  that  govern  the  planets  in  their  courses,  or  the 
growth  of  trees  and  plants.  Agreeable  to  the  teaching  of 
this  Scripture;  "So  is  the  kingdom  of  God  as  if  a  man 
should  cast  seed  into  the  ground,  .  .  .  and  the  seed  should 
spring  and  grow  up,  he  knoweth  not  how, .  .  .  first  the  blade, 
then  the  ear,  after  that  the  full  corn  in  the  ear.;;  It  is  the 
Lord's  work,  but  a  work  that  He  cannot  accomplish  without 
our  cooperation.  It  takes  place  in  the  degree  that  a  man  re- 
gards the  indulgence  of  any  known  evil  as  a  sin  against  God, 
and  shuns  it  because  it  is  a  sin — at  the  same  time  conform- 
ing his  life  to  all  known  truth  from  a  sense  of  religious  obli- 
gation. So  far  as  he  does  this,  his  evils  are  removed  or  for- 
given, and  the  opposite  good  affections  are  given  him  in 
their  stead.  And  while  he  should  shun  evils  as  of  himself, 
he  ought  at  the  same  time  to  believe  and  acknowledge  that 
it  is  altogether  the  work  of  the  Lord ;  and  that,  in  and  of 
himself  alone,  he  has  no  power  to  shun  evil  or  to  do  good. 

The  first  conscious  step  in  the  work  of  regeneration,  is 
repentance.  This  consists  in  a  man's  examining  himself 
by  the  light  of  Divine  Truth,  both  in  regard  to  his  outward 
actions  and  his  inward  dispositions  and  motives, — in  seeing 
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and  humbly  confessing  his  sins,  supplicating  the  Lord  for 
strength  to  overcome  them,  and  resolutely  entering  upon  a 
new  life.  This  is  the  commencement  of  regeneration.  And 
all  in  whom  this  great  work  has  commenced  while  here  on 
earth,  will  go  on  continually  perfecting  in  wisdom  and  love, 
and  rising  to  more  and  more  exalted  states  of  purity  and 
bliss  throughout  the  ages  of  eternity. 

CSAJtITT,  FAITH  AND  WORKS. 

It  is  believed  and  taught  by  the  New  Church  that  man 
is  not  saved  by  faith  alone,  nor  by  charity  alone,  nor  by 
works  alone,  but  by  the  union  of  these  three.  Truth  in 
the  understanding,  if  believed,  constitutes  faith;  love  in  the 
will  constitutes  charity ;  and  when  these  two  flow  forth  in 
acts  of  kindness  and  of  use,  like  the  rays  of  light  and  heat 
from  the  beneficent  sun,  they  produce  good  works.  Faith 
alone,  or  without  charity,  is  dead ;  and  charity  without  faith 
is  not  spiritual  but  natural — a  mere  impulse;  and  both 
charity  and  faith,  without  works,  are  only  ideal  entities, 
which  have  no  permanent  existence  in  man  because  they  are 
not  rooted  and  grounded  in  use. 

Charity,  faith,  and  works,  therefore,  must  be  aH  combined 
in  a  regenerate  man,  and  exist  as  one,  like  w?H,  under- 
standing, and  action,  or  like  heat,  light,  and  their  proceed- 
ing operation  with  the  natural  sun.  Hence  we  find  in  the 
Scripture  that  belief  or  faith  is  sometimes  spoken  of  as  es- 
sential to  salvation  ;  sometimes  love  or  charity  ;  and  some- 
times works.  And  the  obvious  reason  is,  because  each  is 
essential  to  salvation,  and  neither  is  genuine  or  can  have 
any  real  existence  without  the  other  two.  For  only  those 
works  are  really  good,  which  are  done  according  to  truth 
and  under  the  prompting  of  unselfish  love.  And  those  who 
do  such  works,  are  delivered  from  the  thraldom  of  evil,  and 
therefore  saved. 
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Moreover,  without  the  union  of  these  three,  charity. 

faith,  and  works,  a  man  is  not  a  true  image  of  the  Lord ; 
for  the  image  of  the  Divine  Trinity  is  not  in  him.  We  re- 
semble the  Lord,  or  are  created  anew  in  His  divine  like- 
ness, only  in  the  degree  that  we  are  in  the  likeness  of  the 
Trinity  in  Him.  If  the  Lord  really  dwells  in  us,  then  each 
element  of  the  Trinity  in  Him  must  be  in  us.  The  angels, 
and  all  who  are  in  an  angelic  state,  receive  the  Lord's  love, 
wisdom,  and  activity  in  an  orderly  manner;  and  thus  they 
are  true  likenesses  of  Him.  But  the  devils,  and  all  who 
are  in  an  infernal  state,  pervert  the  Lord's  life  in  themselves, 
and  are  therefore  not  true,  but  inverted,  images  of  the  Di- 
vine Trinity — having  hatred  in  the  will,  falsehood  in  the 
understanding,  and  a  sphere  of  activity  of  a  corresponding 
quality.  Whence  it  is  further  evident  that  the  saving  life 
of  the  Lord  is  in  man,  only  in  the  degree  that  charity, 
faith  and  works  are  found  in  him  in  harmonious  and  blissful 
union. 

TJBLJE  RES  TIHItECTION. 

The  New  Church  believes  and  teaches  that  man  does  not 
die.  Man  is  immortal.  The  material  body  dies ;  but  this 
is  not  the  man ;  this  does  not  think,  will,  remember,  or  love. 
These,  and  other  human  capabilities,  belong  to  the  soul  or 
spirit.  And  when  the  spirit  is  completely  withdrawn  from 
the  body,  all  the  bodily  functions  cease,  and  there  take* 
place  what  we  call  death.  But  the  spirit,  which  is  the  real 
man,  still  continues  to  live,  but  in  the  spiritual  world  where 
all  things  are  homogeneous  with  itself — that  is,  spiritual. 
The  spirit  is  in  the  human  form,  having  feet,  hands,  and 
other  bodily  organs,  and  senses  far  more  acute  than  those  of 
the  body ;  and  these  senses  are  opened  as  soon  as  the  body 
dies,  so  that  the  spirit  sees  and  hears  other  spirits  as  meo 
see  and  hear  one  another, — and  has  sensible  perception  of 
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the  things  in  the  spiritual  world  as  men  have  sensible  per- 
ception of  the  things  of  this  world.  This  accords  with  the 
teaching  of  Paul,  who  assures  us  that  "  there  is  a  natural 
body,  and  there  is  a  spiritual  body.,,  During  our  life  on 
earth  the  spiritual  body  is  within  the  natural.  But  after  the 
death  of  the  latter,  the  spiritual  body  still  lives  on  in  its  own 
world,  and  never  resumes  its  material  vestment.  And  the 
separation  or  elevation  of  the  spirit  from  the  incumbrance 
of  gross  matter,  which  takes  place  immediately  after  death, 
is  what  we  understand  by  the  resurrection — the  rising  or 
resuscitation  of  the  man,  not  of  that  outer  garment  of  flesh 
which  had  served  him  in  this  rudimental  sphere. 

That  man  rises  immediately  after  death,  seems  plain  from 
the  Lord's  own  words  to  the  penitent  thief,  "  To-day  thou 
shah  be  with  me  in  Paradise ;"  also  from  the  parable  of 
the  rich  man  and  Lazarus ;  for  the  former,  who  is  repre- 
sented as  being  in  hell,  speaks  of  his  five  brethren  who 
were  still  living  in  the  natural  world.  And  that  we  shall 
remain  in  the  human  form  after  death,  is  evident  from  the 
fact  that  Moses  and  Elias,  long  after  they  had  left  the  nat- 
ural world,  appeared  in  that  form  upon  the  mount  of 
Transfiguration  before  the  spiritual  eyes  of  the  disciples 
who  beheld  them.  The  same  is  evident  also  from  the  fact 
that  whenever  angels  have  appeared  to  men,  as  in  the  case 
of  those  seen  by  Abraham,  Gideon,  Manoah  and  Johnf 
they  have  always  appeared  in  the  human  form ;  and  some- 
times they  are  called  "  men."  (See  Luke  xxiv.  4.)  And 
it  is  not  less  agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  reason,  than  to  the 
teachings  of  Scripture,  that  the  spirit,  after  its  separation 
from  the  material  body,  should  be  in  the  human  form. 
For  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  of  a  human  being,  or  a  be- 
ing endowed  with  human  faculties,  existing  in  any  other 
than  the  human  form. 

Such  is  a  brief  statement  of  what  the  New  Church  be* 
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iieves  and  teaches  upon  this  interesting  and  momentoui 
theme. 

HEAVEN  AND  SELL. 

It  is  another  doctrine  of  the  New  Church,  clearly  implied 
in  the  foregoing,  that  there  are  two  worlds,  a  spiritual  and 
a  natural ;  and  that  the  former  is  not  remote  from  the  lat- 
ter as  to  space,  but  within  it  as  the  soul  is  within  the  body 
The  substance  of  these  two  worlds  is  discretely  different, 
like  the  worlds  themselves — as  different  as  spirit  is  from 
matter,  or  mind  from  body ;  so  that  the  senses,  whereby  the 
persons  and  things  of  one  world  are  perceived,  are  wholly 
unsuited  to  the  perception  of  the  persons  and  things  in  the 
other.  We  believe  that  every  one,  after  death,  retains  his 
own  character,  or  ruling  love ;  for  this  appertains  to  the 
soul  or  spirit.  The  ruling  love  of  each  one  is  his  life.  If 
this  be  evil  or  supremely  selfish  before  death,  it  continues 
of  the  same  quality  forever  after,  and  the  man  becomes  an 
evil  spirit ;  but  if  it  be  good  (as  it  is  with  all  who  love  the 
Lord  and  the  neighbor),  it  remains  of  this  quality  forever, 
and  the  individual  becomes  a  good  or  angelic  spirit. 

Thus  there  are,  in  the  spiritual  world,  two  great  classes 
of  individuals,  one  good  and  the  other  evil ;  one,  loving 
self  and  its  allurements  supremely,  the  other,  the  Lord  and 
the  neighbor.  One  of  these  classes  constitutes  the  heaven 
of  angels ;  the  other  the  hell  of  devils.  But  since  there  are 
many  varieties  in  both  these  grand  divisions — many  kinds 
and  degrees  both  of  good  and  evil — therefore  neither  the 
good  nor  the  evil  spirits  all  dwell  together,  but  are  dis- 
tinguished into  innumerable  societies.  They  are  arranged, 
not  arbitrarily,  but  according  to  the  great  law  of  spiritual 
affinity,  which  attracts  like  ones  toward  each  other.  Thufi 
they  all  associate  in  freedom.  Each  one  goes  to  the  society 
of  those  most  like  himself,  for  there  he  will  feel  most  at 
home,  and  therefore  be  most  contented  and  happy. 
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Heaven,  as  we  believe,  consists  of  innumerable  societies 
of  good  spirits  or  angels,  who,  although  in  different  kinds 
and  degrees  of  good,  all  strive  to  do  the  will  of  the  Lord, 
and  live  in  charity  and  mutual  love.  These  societies  are 
arranged  in  the  most  beautiful  and  orderly  manner,  so  that 
the  Lord's  own  spirit  and  life  circulates  freely  through  them 
all ;  and  in  respect  to  each  other  and  the  various  uses  they 
perform,  they  correspond  to  the  different  organs  and  mem- 
bers of  the  human  body,  and  actually  appear  before  the 
Lord  as  one  man ;  and  in  New  Church  phraseology,  they 
are  often  called  "  the  Grand  Man."  And  the  church  on 
earth  will  also  be  as  one  man,  when  mutual  love  comes  to 
be  its  breath  of  life,  and  the  will  of  the  Father  to  be  done 
here  as  it  is  done  in  heaven.  Such,  evidently,  was  Paul's 
idea,  when  he  wrote :  "  For  as  we  have  many  members  in 
one  body,  and  all  members  have  not  the  same  office,  so  we, 
being  many,  are  one  body  in  Christ :" — Rom.  xii.  4,  5. — See 
also  1  Cor.  xii.  12 ;  xiii.  27. 

The  New  Church  further  believes  and  teaches  concerning 
heaven,  that  its  happiness  consists  not  in  idleness,  or  cessa- 
tion from  active  employment — not  in  continual  psalm-sing- 
ing and  oral  prayer — not  in  feasting  sumptuously  with  the 
patriarchs — not  in  being  raised  to  honors,  nor  in  the  exercise 
of  dominion  over  others,  but  in  the  diligent  and  wise  per- 
formance of  good  uses  from  love  toward  the  Lord  and  the 
neighbor — in  the  freest  expansion  and  highest  exercise  of 
all  their  best  faculties,  not  for  their  own  sake,  but  primarily 
for  the  good  of  others.  The  angels  find  their  chief  delight 
in  serving  the  Lord ;  and  they  know  that  they  serve  Him 
most  acceptably,  when  they  are  doing  that  which  most  pro- 
motes the  welfare  and  happiness  of  those  around  them. 
For  "  inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of 
these  my  brethren,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me,"  saith  the 
Lord, 
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Hell,  also,  according  to  the  belief  of  the  New  Church, 

consists  of  innumerable  societies  of  evil  spirits,  whose  cha- 
racter or  state  of  life  in  general  is  the  opposite  of  that  in 
heaven.  These  infernal  societies  are  so  arranged  that,  in 
the  aggregate,  they  form  one  inhuman  Monster  or  Devil, 
and  are  what  is  meant  by  the  Devil  and  Satan  of  Scripture 
They  live  in  the  exercise  of  hatred,  fraud,  cunning,  malice, 
hypocrisy,  and  all  infernal  feelings  originating  in  the  love 
of  self.  The  love  of  self  is  what  is  spiritually  denoted 
by  hell-fire  so  often  mentioned  in  the  Bible ;  for  fire  corre- 
sponds to  love,  and  hell-fire,  or  the  fire  of  the  valley  of  Hinnom, 
to  the  love  of  self  when  it  reigns  supreme.  This  is  the  fire 
thereby  the  hearts  of  the  wicked  everywhere  are  inflamed. 
When,  therefore,  we  regard  those  evil  dispositions  and  feel- 
ings which  originate  in  the  love  of  self,  as  sinful,  and  shun 
their  indulgence  as  a  sin,  then  we  shun  the  flames  of  hell> 
for  we  shun  hell  itself. 

But  evil  spirits  are  not  driven  or  sent,  as  by  some  arbi- 
trary power,  to  their  respective  societies.  They  go  in  free 
iom,  each  to  the  society  whose  character  is  most  like  his 
)wn — guided  thither  by  that  great  law  of  affinity  which 
governs  all  associations  in  the  other  world.  An  evil  spirit 
prefers  the  society  of  those  most  like  himself.  With  such 
he  feels  most  at  home,  and  is  far  happier  than  he  would  be 
with  the  angels — though  happiness,  in  the  true  sense  of 
that  word,  cannot  be  predicated  of  those  in  hell. — It  is  to  be 
further  added,  that  no  angel  or  devil,  according  to  the  New 
Church,  was  ever  created  such ;  but  the  denizens  of  both 
heaven  and  hell  were  once  inhabitants  of  the  natural  world. 

The  New  Church  also  teaches  that  there  is  an  intimaU 
though  invisible  connection  between  spirits  in  the  othoi 
world  and  men  in  this  world ; — that,  as  to  our  spirits,  we 
are  actually  living  in  the  spiritual  wovld  even  while  clothed 
with  mortal  flesh,  and  are  intimately,  though  unconsciously, 
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Associated  with  angels  or  devils  according  to  the  nature  of 
our  ruling  loves.  If  these  be  good — if  we  act  from  right  and 
pure  motives,  or  such  as  originate  in  love  to  the  Lord  and 
the  neighbor,  we  are  internally  associated  with  angels,  and 
act  in  conjunction  with  them.  Accordingly  we  read  :  "  The 
angel  of  the  Lord  encampeth  round  about  them  that  fear 
Him,  and  delivereth  them ;"  and  that,  after  the  Saviour's 
temptation  in  the  wilderness,  "the  devil  leaveth  Him,  and  be- 
hold angels  came  and  ministered  unto  Him."  But  if  we  act 
from  motives  of  an  opposite  kind,  or  under  the  promptings 
of  an  inordinate  self-love,  then  we  are  internally  associated 
with  devils,  and  act  in  conjunction  with  them.  Accordingly 
we  read  that  when  Judas  was  meditating  the  betrayal  o\ 
Christ,  "  Satan  entered  into  him."  And  the  Lord  Himself 
says  of  the  Jews  when  they  were  seeking  to  kill  Him,  "  Ye 
are  of  your  father  the  Devil,  and  the  lusts  of  your  father  y* 
will  do."    "  And  He  cast  out  the  spirits  with  His  word." 

LITTZE  C HILDHEN  AFTER  DEATH. 

It  may  not  be  generally  known,  and  yet  it  is  true,  that, 
up  to  the  time  when  Swedenborg  wrote,  every  considerable 
sect  in  Christendom  held  and  taught  the  monstrous  doctrine 
of  "  infant  damnation  " — that  is,  the  doctrine  that  some  who 
die  in  infancy  and  childhood  are  finally  lost.  It  was  the 
doctrine  of  Luther,  Melancthon,  Calvin,  Beza,  and  nearly  all 
the  distinguished  men  who  had,  up  to  the  middle  of  the  last 
century ,  taken  the  lead  in  theological  opinion.  It  was  held 
by  the  English  and  German  churches,  by  the  famous 
Synod  of  Dort,  and  by  the  whole  Westminster  Assembly 
of  divines.*  But  at  the  present  time,  this  doctrine  is  rarely 
taught  from  any  pulpit — probably  is  not  believed  by  one 


*  For  evidence  of  the  truth  of  this  statement,  see  the  authorities 
cited  in  Barrett's  "  Beauty  for  Ashes,"— Part  I. 
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Christian  in  a  thousand.  Before  the  revealing  light  of  the 
New  Dispensation,  which  waxes  stronger  with  each  revolv- 
ing year,  it  has  been  compelled  to  retire,  as  creatures  of  the 
night  retire  before  the  rising  day. 

Contrary  to  the  Old  doctrine,  the  New  Church  teaches 
that  all  who  die  in  infancy  and  childhood,  go  to  heaven, 
and  finally  become  angels.  At  first,  they  are  but  rudi- 
mental  angels,  as  the  ovary  or  seed-bud  is  the  rudiment  of 
the  fruit  that  is  to  be.  Infants,  the  same  as  adults,  pass 
into  the  spiritual  world  precisely  as  they  leave  this  world. 
They  have  there,  at  first,  the  same  infantile  form  and  infan- 
tile mind  that  they  had  here ;  and  they  gradually  grow  to 
maturity  there  as  they  do  here. 

Infants  and  all  little  children,  immediately  on  their  en- 
trance into  the  other  world,  are  committed  to  the  caro  oi 
some  of  the  best  of  the  angels — some,  who,  when  on  earth 
ardently  loved  little  children,  and  at  the  same  time  loved 
the  Lord.  By  these  angels  the  little  ones  are  tenderly 
watched  over  and  cared  for,  are  taught  lessons  of  heavenly 
wisdom,  are  trained  to  the  performance  of  heavenly  uses, 
and  initiated  into  heavenly  delights.  And  they  look  up  to 
these  good  guardian  angels,  and  love  and  obey  them  as 
their  own  mothers ;  but  they  know,  and  are  taught  to  ac- 
knowledge, no  other  father  than  the  Lord.  And  so  they 
are  not  made  unhappy  by  their  removal  from  earth  to 
heaven.  They  do  not  feel  as  strangers  there.  The  sphere 
of  heavenly  love  in  which  they  are  embosomed,  makes  them 
contented  and  happy,  and  impresses  them  with  the  feeling 
that  they  are  at  home.  They  are  surrounded  by  everything 
that  can  contribute  to  their  enjoyment,  their  improvement, 
and  their  future  usefulness.  They  have  angel  mothers  to 
love  and  care  for  them,  whom  they  can  look  up  to  and  love 
in  return.  They  have  brothers  and  sisters  and  companions 
and  playmates.    They  have  pleasant  schools,  and  angel 
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teachers  to  instruct  them  in  the  ways  of  heavenly  wisdom. 
They  have  scenes  of  surpassing  loveliness  to  gaze  upon — 
fields  and  lawns  and  beautiful  flower-gardens  in  which  to 
run  and  enjoy  their  innocent  sports.  Everything  around 
them  seems  to  be  alive  and  to  partake  of  their  own  exuber- 
ant and  bounding  joy. 

Such  is  the  New  Church  doctrine,  briefly  stated,  concern- 
ing little  children  after  death.  How  well  it  agrees  with  the 
words  of  the  Lord,  when  he  says :  "  Suffer  little  children  to 
come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not;  for  of  such  is  the 
kingdom  of  heaven."  "  Even  so  it  is  not  the  will  of  your 
Father  who  is  in  heaven,  that  one  of  these  little  ones  should 
perish.' '  How  pleasant  to  think  of  that  great  army  of  little 
innocents,  who  are  daily  being  transferred  from  this  to  the 
other  world,  as  not  lost — no,  not  one  of  them — but  ren- 
dered unspeakably  happy  in  the  realms  above ;  as  tenderly 
cared  for  by  wise  and  loving  angels;  as  surrounded  hy 
everything  needful  to  their  happiness  and  welfare ;  as  in- 
creasing in  knowledge,  wisdom,  and  all  heavenly  graces,  as 
they  increase  in  stature ;  and  thus  preparing  to  become,  all 
of  them,  shining  angels. 

THE  HEATHEN  AFTER  HEATH. 

Christians  have  hitherto  believed  and  taught  that  the 
whole  heathen  world,  or  all  who  have  not  the  Gospel,  must 
be  irrecoverably  lost.  But  according  to  the  New  Church, 
ao  one  is  condemned  to  hell  on  account  of  the  land  of  his 
nativity,  or  his  ignorance  of  the  truth,  or  the  peculiar  be- 
lief in  which  he  may  have  been  educated.  On  the  con- 
trary, adequate  means  of  salvation  have  been  mercifully 
provided  for  every  people  and  nation  under  heaven.  Men 
of  every  creed,  be  they  civilized  or  barbarous,  Christians  or 
Jews,  Mahometans  or  Pagans,  are  saved,  provided  they  live 
m  charity,  or  according  to  the  bed  light  they  have.    Any  dif* 
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ferent  doctrine  from  this  seems  unreasonable.  It  is  incon« 
ceivable  that  a  perfectly  just  and  good  Being  would  con- 
demn any  one  to  hell  because  he  happened  to  be  born  where 
the  written  Word  is  not  known  or  acknowledged ;  or  that  He 
would  permit  any  immortal  being  to  be  forever  lost,  simply 
for  lack  of  light  to  guide  him  in  the  way  to  heaven.  Be- 
sides, salvation  depends  less  upon  what  people  know,  than 
upon  the  manner  in  which  they  live — upon  their  fidelity  to 
the  truth  which  they  understand  and  believe. 

"  Life,"  says  Swedenborg,  "  constitutes  the  church,  but 
not  doctrine,  except  so  far  as  it  be  of  the  life.  Hence  it  is 
evident  that  the  church  of  the  Lord  is  not  here  or  there, 
but  that  it  is  everywhere,  as  well  within  those  kingdoms  where 
the  [specific]  church  is,  as  out  of  them  where  the  life  is 
formed  according  to  the  precepts  of  charity.  Hence  it  is, 
that  the  church  of  the  Lord  is  spread  throughout  the  whole 
world,  and  yet  it  is  one;  for  when  life  constitutes  the  church, 
and  not  doctrine  separate  from  life,  then  the  church  is  one." 
Again  he  says :  "  He  who  is  in  goodness  of  life  doth  not 
condemn  another  who  is  of  a  different  opinion  [from  him- 
self], but  leaves  it  to  his  faith  and  conscience,  and  extends 
this  rule  even  to  those  out  of  the  church  ;  for  he  says  in  his 
heart  that  ignorance  cannot  condemn  any  if  they  live  in 
charity  and  mutual  love."  And  again  ;  "  That  more  are 
saved  from  among  the  Gentiles  than  from  among  Chris- 
tians ;  for  such  of  the  Gentiles  as  have  thought  well  of 
their  neighbor  and  lived  in  good  will  toward  him,  receive 
the  truths  of  faith  in  another  life  better  than  many  who  are 
called  Christians,  and  acknowledge  the  Lord  more  gladly." 
This  agrees  with  the  words  of  the  Lord,  "And  they  shall 
come  from  the  east,  and  from  the  west,  and  from  the  north, 
and  from  the  south,  and  shall  sit  down  in  the  kingdom  of 
God.  And,  behold,  there  are  last  which  shall  be  first,  and 
there  are  first  which  shall  be  last."    And  the  angelic  ch(\ii 
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that  chanted  the  "  new  song  "  spoken  of  in  the  Revelation} 
were  redeemed  "  out  of  every  kindred  and  tongue  and  peo- 
ple and  nation."  And  this  again  agrees  with  what  the 
apostle  Peter  was  taught  in  a  vision,  "  that  God  is  no  re- 
specter of  persons  ;  but  in  every  nation  he  that  feareth  Him 
and  worketh  righteousness  is  accepted  with  Him." 

It  should  be  added,  however,  that;  the  good  among  the 
heathen  who  go  to  heaven  do  not  go  to  the  same  heaven  as 
Christians.  There  are  different  heavens  for  people  of  dif- 
ferent religions,  suited  to  the  character  and  genius  of  each, 
and  to  the  different  degrees  of  enlightenment  in  which  they 
are.  The  Christian  heaven  is  the  most  interior  and  perfect 
of  all,  because  those  who  go  to  it  have  been  able,  through 
the  medium  of  the  written  Word,  to  attain  to  a  higher  de- 
gree of  enlightenment,  and  greater  purity  and  excellence 
of  character,  than  any  others. 

THE  SECOND  COMING  OF  THE  LOJRI 

The  New  Church  believes  and  teaches  that  the  Lord's 
Second  Coming  has  actually  commenced  ; — that  it  is  a  com- 
ing, not  in  person,  according  to  the  letter  of  the  prophecy, 
but  in  the  power  and  great  glory  of  His  written  Word,  the 
spiritual  meaning  of  which  has  been  unfolded  in  the  writ- 
ings of  Swedenborg.  It  is  believed  that  this  revelation  of 
the  spiritual  sense  of  the  Word,  through  the  obscurity  or 
cloud  of  the  letter — this  coming  of  the  faithful  and  true 
Witness,  "  whose  name  is  called  The  Word  of  God,"  (See 
Rev.  xix.  13,) — this  coming  to  human  minds  of  such  a 
clear  understanding  of  the  Word  as  to  convince  them  that 
it  is  indeed  "  the  power  of  God,  and  the  wisdom  of  God," 
is  what  is  to  be  understood  in  general  by  that  promised  Sec- 
ond Advent,  which  was  to  be  "upon  the  clouds  of  heaven 
with  power  and  great  glory."  It  is  a  New  Dispensation — 
the  unfolding  of  higher  and  purer  truth — a  new  and  more 
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glorious  manifestation  of  the  spirit  and  power  of  the  Wora 
— a  new  and  second  coming  of  Him  who  is  "  the  Light  of 
the  world."  And  the  new  truths  which  have  been  unfolded 
from  the  spiritual  or  heavenly  sense  of  the  Word,  are  stead- 
ily, though  slowly,  gaining  upon  the  convictions  of  thought- 
ful and  serious  minds  everywhere.  They  are  working 
mightily  though  noiselessly,  like  the  subtle  and  invisible 
forces  of  nature.  They  are  gilding  with  their  light  and  en- 
nobling with  their  spirit  the  best  thought  and  literature  of 
our  times.  They  are  changing  the  tone  of  the  old  theolo- 
gies, sweetening  their  temper,  modifying  their  formulas,  and 
gradually  imbuing  them  with  a  more  benign  and  heavenly 
spirit.  They  are  dissipating  the  naturalism  that  has  so 
overshadowed  and  obscured  Christianity,  and  introducing 
more  elevated  and  rational  views  upon  various  points  of  re- 
ligious doctrine.  They  are  softening  the  asperities  of  all 
the  sects,  bringing  them  into  more  fraternal  relations,  and 
showing  Christians  how,  notwithstanding  considerable  di- 
versity in  their  doctrinal  beliefs,  it  is  possible  for  them  to 
dwell  together  like  brethren  in  unity. 

It  is  thus  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  to  be  seen  coming 
anew  to  the  churches  in  the  spirit  and  power  of  His  now 
unsealed  Word.  He  is  breaking  through  the  clouds  of 
naturalism,  dissipating  the  mists'  of  error,  and  gladdening 
the  hearts  of  His  humble  followers  with  a  new  manifesta 
lion  of  Himself; — coming,  agreeable  to  His  own  prediction 
11  upon  the  clouds  of  heaven,  with  power  and  great  glory/ 
'  Even  so,  come,  Lord  Jesus." 


PHILADELPHIA: 
AMERICAN  NEW-CHURCH  TRACT  AND  PUBLICATION  SOCIETY, 

2129  Chestnut  Street. 


Printed  by  J.  B.  Lippincott  Company,  Philadelphia. 


